April 21, 2021

CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF LEWISTON, IDAHO, met in a Special

THEMeeting on Wednesday, April 21, 2021, at the Bell Building, second floor
conference room, 215 " D" Street.

COUNCIL MEMBERS PRESENT:

Mayor Collins; Mayor Pro Tern Schroeder; Councilor

Blakey; Councilor Bradbury; Councilor Kelly; Councilor Miller; Councilor Pernsteiner( 5:00
p.m.)

STAFF MEMBERS PRESENT: Alan Nygaard; Laura Von Tersch; Kari Ravencroft;
I.

CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Collins called the meeting to order at 4:00 p.m.
II.

ACTIVE AGENDA
A.

Area

of City

Impact/ Skyview

Estates:

Review of construction standards,

minimum lot sizefor septic systems and water quality, stormwater requirements, road
widths and sidewalks ( 4: 00- 4:45 p.m.)
with

a

Community
Development Director Von Tersch reported that this story began
conceptual design of
a

sewer

main

in the East Orchards.

Public Works took

the plan to Mr. Greco and secured his consent to pay for a portion of the line, at a cost

of S400, 000,

and to then

annex

his development

into

the

City.

The City then

constructed and delivered the line to Mr. Greco' s property and installed a manhole

on Powers where he requested it be placed, yet he has never contributed to it
Over the course of about three years, city staff continued to meet with

financially.

Mr. Greco wherein he would ultimately refuse to sign the Irrevocable Consent to

Annex,

but continued his development

within

the

Area of

City

Impact.

The

Attorney' s office has developed seven iterations of the agreement and the City finally

lost its relationship with the bond counsel after so much time elapsed.

City Manager Nygaard reported that city staff has been working with Mr.

Greco on city standards and the requirements for annexation, lot size, development,
street standards, etc. All of these items have been proposed, back and forth, in terms

of the development agreement, in exchange for sewer services to Mr. Greco' s
Conversations about requirements are driven by City Code which
if the

development.
states

City provides

services,

certain requirements

must

be

met.

Adhering to

the construction standards and contractual obligations, as well as annexation, were

all requirements of his development if hooked up to city sewer. Both City Engineer
Shawn Stubbers and City Attorney Jana Gomez spent countless hours trying to find

a resolution and it would behoove everyone involved if a solution could be
determined.

noting

City
Attorney GOmez reiterated that staff met with Mr. Greco numerous times,
that there
was a

lot of

time and effort in

trying

to come to

a

resolution.

She

noted that for a little over two years, she worked on this issue consistently and stated
it wasn' t for a lack of effort on the City' s part to try to reach an agreement.

Joe Greco said he didn't come down here to rehash everything that has

happened in the past and they have had several conversations on how to make this

work. He shared a letter from Attorney back to city staff. And said every time they
got close, it went back to city staff and came back all red lined. Mr. Greco said in 2015

when they first started talking about the project and being financial partners, he was

told he would get paid back for his contribution but then the City said he couldn't be
paid back which changed the
whole

picture.

Mr. Greco said he just wants some

smaller lots to cover a broader market and to do that he needs the City sewer.
Basically, phase 3 is a 34 lot subdivision currently located in the Area of City Impact.

He is requesting permission for phase 3 to connect to City sewer and Skyview Estates

will bear costs to connect to city sewer.

Councilor Blakey said he struggles with the request because he has been

involved from the beginning of the project through the Urban Renewal Agency. The
project was driven by the fact that there was a DEQ report of unhealthy water in
Lindsay Creek and Tammany Drainage so they started exploring a sewer line.

Councilor Blakey continued that one of driving forces was a commitment of S400, 000

from Greco and he doesn't understand why Mr. Greco hasn't figured out how to
work with the City. The commitment went backwards and the City had to forward
extra money to cover bond issue and interest costs.

Mayor Collins explained the goal is to find a solution and asked Mr. Greco if

he had some thoughts on what he would like to see. Mr. Greco replied he will build

34 houses in Phase III and will provide fees for permits and$ 86,000 in property taxes.
Councilor Bradbury asked what it would take for Mr. Greco to be willing to

join
the City. Mr. Greco responded Phase 1 and 2 are already built out. If this worked
out, he would
continue

to annex each
phase in.

It would take a pump station and

he's
not interested
in hooking phase 2 up. For Phase 3, simply agree to his proposal
and they
done.
are

The City would collect $286,000 in fees and $84,000 annually in

property tax increase.

Mr. Greco said in his proposal he doesn' t want to annex one lot at a time
instead he would annex the entire phase of 34 lots as soon as it is developed.

Councilor
Blakey clarified that when the 34th house is built, that entire Phase
be

3 would

annexed into city. Mr. Greco responded

as

soon

it is developed.

City

Attorney Gomez explained the City requires irrevocable consent to annex before

development.

Mr. Nygaard
said it was whatand
they had tried to get signed previously and the
development

issue is the
signs the

agreement,

standards

the

City

has

agreement to annex.

the right to require

him

As soon as Mr. Greco

to annex.

Mr. Greco

can

build with different standards in the county and, as long as it is in the county, the
City has no right to control inspections or quality that is built in the County. Mr.
Nygaard explained that what happened with Skyview Estates Phase 1 was not
properly inspected

properly developed

or

because

the

City

was

not

involved. The

reason they are requesting this be built to City standards is so current residents are

not adversely impacted and to protect neighbors and protect quality of construction.
That is exactly
what city staff have been proposing for 3 years and if Mr. Greco is
to do that
and

willing

sign

it,

an

agreement

has already been drafted.

Mr. Nygaard

said he was not trying to be disrespectful, but the City says yes, puts the agreement

in front of Mr. Greco to annex and that' s where it stops.

Nez Perce County Planner Tompkins stepped in and said all phases of Mr.

Greco's Skyview Development have been designed to meet City road and
stormwater standards. The issues that have come up with stormwater is because the

County

doesn' t have

the same review

the

process

City

does.

The building permit

was issued at the County level but at the City level there are preliminary reviews on

stormwater. Ms. Tompkins stated in her opinion it sounds very reasonable to annex
before buildings were constructed so the City has oversight. Ms. Tompkins said there

is a way to work through this that would allow Mr. Greco to develop street

improvements prior to annexation and then annexation would occur sometime

before building permits are issued.

Mayor Pro Tern Schroeder asked if the City is doing anything to hold up the
project. Ms. Tompkins responded there isn' t any one person who is doing anything

to hold up Mr. Greco' s project but the final plat can' t be approved until realtor' s letter

is issued for sewer and water.

Mr. Nygaard explained the annexation process will start as soon as Mr. Greco
signs irrevocable consent because it is what City Code requires. The issue is the

subdivision, streets and sidewalks need to be built to City standards and City Code

requires irrevocable agreement which drives when annexation happens. Mr. Greco

replied the simple fact is Phase 3 will be developed in the County under City
standards and then annexed into the City before any homes are built.
B.

Proposed Change
Shannon Grow) (

to Census

Definition

of

Urban

Zone Area -

Action Item

4:45- 5: 30 p.m.)

MPO Director Grow explained proposed changes by the Census Bureau for

criteria for the 2020 Census. She indicated
that a census is performed every ten years
of 2020.

and most
recently began in April

In February 2021, the Census Bureau

indicated that they would like to quantify urban blocks by changing the current 500
people per square mile to 385 household units per square mile. This change would

be extremely detrimental for Lewiston and would reduce the current urbanized area

from 57, 000

to 40, 000.

This is important as 50, 000 is the threshold that is used in

funding and appropriations for urbanized areas and would result in a loss of about

2,102,575 in surface transportation program funding, public transportation funding,

and MPO Planning funds. Ms. Grow noted that federal distributions, such as CARES

Act

monies,

are also

distributed utilizing

urban

area

designation

criteria,

so now

those funds
would be distributed into rural pots of money rather than provided
to this
directly

area.

In Idaho, Lewiston Transit would then have to compete for

funding with District 2. For STBG, Lewiston would be rolled in with 17 agencies that

LHTAC has for their competitive pool of funding, and for transportation planning,
the MPO would be gone so now would have to be done on a local level or through
the State.

Director Grow emphasized the importance of getting the word out about this

proposal and

to

put

some

pressure

on

the

Census Bureau. She requested letters be

sent to the legislators in both Idaho and Washington, as well as to the Census Bureau,
by

the end

of

the week,

as

comments

are

due to the Bureau

by

next

week. This is a

huge issue across the nation which seems to favor only larger urbanized areas. Ms.
Grow indicated she would be happy to prepare a letter for review and signature of
the Council.

Councilor Pernsteiner asked how close Ms. Grow is to identifying other
communities nationwide that would be affected by this change. MPO Director Grow

responded that she does not have a good mechanism to 100 percent identify these

communities as she doesn' t have the capability for analysis. She noted, however, that

they have identified 47 areas that would be adversely affected at this point.
Councilor Pernsteiner requested the information be provided to him so he
could have Ken Poole, CEO of a data advocacy group in Washington D.C. to take to
the legislators.

Mayor Collins noted that if the proposal is approved, it will also affect jobs.
He questioned the number of individuals that could be affected locally. Mr. Nygaard
replied that it would certainly affect transit drivers for the City, and Councilor
Pernsteiner said that he doesn' t have a direct line to jobs, but would certainly review.
Councilor Pernsteiner moved to prepare a draft letter for Council review.

Councilor Miller offered a second and it carried unanimously.
III.

ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business to come before the Lewiston City Council,

Councilors Schroeder and Blakey moved and seconded adjournment of the April 21,
2021, Special Work Session at 5: 27
p. m.

MAY 10, 2021

CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF LEWISTON, IDAHO, met in a Budget

THEWork Session on Monday, May 10, 2021, at 3:00 p.m. at the Lewiston City Library,
411 D Street.

Councilors Present: Collins; Schroeder; Blakey; Kelly; Pernsteiner.
Councilors Excused: Bradbury; Miller.
Staff

Members/ Others

Present:

Jeff

Trudeau,

Hogaboom, Alan Nygaard, Dan

Jenny

Marsh, Wendy Lavoi, Tim Barker, Roben Braun, Stephanie Drury, Neal Drury, Dustin

Johnson,
Dustin Spooner, Travis Myklebust, Budd Hurd, Lynn Johnson, Jana Gomez;
Brian Ellison.
I.

CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Collins called the meeting to order at 3: 00 p.m.
II.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Mayor Collins led the Pledge of Allegiance.
III.

CITIZEN COMMENTS

There were no citizen comments.
IV.

BUDGET ITEMS
A.

BUDGET INTRODUCTION AND TIME LINES

City Manager Nygaard said the plan for this year' s budget process is to have

all the information to Council by the end of June in order to allow time for

feedback.

He stated that one item that will be discussed during budget sessions is

the arterial street program, noting 21st Street and Thain Grade as just a couple of
examples that need work. Mr. Nygaard said it will be one of his top priorities to try
to find a solution with regards to funding these expensive projects, noting that the

new intersection at Highway 12 and Thain Grade cost$ 9.4 million.

Administrative Services Director Marsh said today is kickoff for the budget

cycle with 6 or 7 budget sessions and a lot of work in between. Continuing Mr.
Marsh explainedneed
the goal
is to achieve a balanced budget and they shouldn' t be
alarmed if
to
they

round and the

City

use

reserves

to

balance

has done
really well in the

the

past.

budget.

The process is year
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B.

INTERNAL SERVICE FUNDS
1.

Worker' s Compensation Fund

Risk Manager Harrington reviewed the Worker's Compensation Fund,
explaining

what it is

comprised of

as

well

as

how it is utilized.

He noted that the

Revenues are reimbursements such as interest and dividend earnings within the
trust
itself, and expenses incurred cover operating supplies, insurance and selfinsurance.
Mr. Harrington provided a breakdown on the cost of claims from 2016 to

2020.

down

Though the number of claims remains static, the severity index has gone

substantially.

So far, for 2021, the City staff have done exceptionally well

with only 6 injuries city-wide and only one serious injury that required surgery.

Councilor Pernsteiner asked if there is any benchmarking data available in

terms of costs of claims. Mr. Harrington replied that he has internal data, but noted

that a comparison of like sized cities could be useful.

Continuing, Risk Manager Harrington reported that the current worker' s
compensation

balance is approximately $ 2.5

million.

With a $ 500,000 commitment

into the fund each year, the goal is not only to reduce the number of injuries, but
also the severity of those injuries in an effort to grow the cash balance.

Councilor Blakey questioned who manages the Worker' s Compensation
Administrative Services Director Marsh replied that these funds are
currently handled by himself and Finance staff and are located in either the State
Trust.

Treasurer'

annually

s

Pool

which

in local

or

is used

to

C. D.' s.

pay for

He noted that each department is billed
Councilor Blakey stated that $ 2. 5

expenses.

million is a lot of money to have managed by 1 or 2 people and suggested the

Council, inlarge
the future, review
potential procedures or an investor policy statement
of

for

these

sums

money.

Mr. Marsh replied that this can certainly be

reviewed with Jeff Trudeau of U.S. Bank, but said that staff currently manages

anywhere from 35 to 48 million, as do most local entities.

Councilor Kelly asked if there is a goal to reach with regard to the cash

balance

so

that $ 500, 000 does

not

have

to be

deposited annually.

Mr. Harrington

noted that this would be something the actuarial report would provide guidance on

and
is anticipated
to be done future
potentially
next year. At this point, it is extremely
difficult
determine
holds.
to

what the
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2.

Fleet/ Service Center Fund

Administrative Services Director Marsh noted that the Fleet/ Service Center

Fund is another Internal Service Fund with a centralized concept. Departments are

charged and
a cost
to replace their vehicles when necessary. Though not a perfect
based

science

on

it greatly

estimates,

helps

to

take

the "

vehicle needs to be replaced.

sting"

off when a

Continuing, Mr. Marsh
noted that the City currently has 311 pieces of
which

equipment and vehicles,

doesn' t include

mowers

and UTV'

s.

There are only

4 mechanics who do a phenomenal job of keeping these vehicles maintained and

running properly. Work such as radiators, transmissions and body work, to name a

few,

are

while

contracted

on

local dealers

150, 000- line item

another $

inventory

out to

at

a

line item amount of $

is budgeted

hand, it is pretty low

as

for parts.

most parts

are

200, 000 per year,

Though staff keeps an

easily

accessible

locally.

He

reiterated that the only goal of the Service Center is to keep equipment running and

moving and to cover the cost of the shop. It is not to generate a surplus, but a small
amount in reserves is important to cover emergencies.

Mr. Marsh then provided an overview of the Operating expenses versus

Revenue, as well as budgeted capital expenses versus revenue for FY' 19 through

FY' 23.

He noted that with regard to the operating side, revenues coming in do not

equal expenses. Staff is intentionally spending down a bit of the reserves to make it
economical for departments, which have had a 0 to 3 percent increase in operation
costs

over

the

past

3

or

charging departments.

past

history

4 years.

Councilor Bradbury questioned the process for

Mr. Marsh explained that staff reviews each department' s

and current

expenses

and

comes

up with

an

appropriate

rate.

These

monies then serve as revenue to Fleet.

With regard to Capital, Mr. Marsh said the revenue remains fairly constant.

Currently in the $900,000 range, the goal is to work towards $1 million over the next

few years.

Regarding Capital, there have been a few upticks, but the revenue

remains fairly constant.
He noted that one efficiency will be to skip the purchase of
in 2023, then
a

new

get back

ambulance

on

track

after

that.

extra year' s use from each.

This will provide an

Fleet Maintenance Manager Braun explained that staff evaluates vehicles that

come

in and the special equipment

special tools

are

purchased

that is needed

and kept

on

hand.

to do

a

job. For repetitive work,

If a repair will take a great deal of

time, then it is usually sublet out to a local business.

Regarding infrastructure, Equipment Services Specialist Drury noted that

thisthe
year staff is working on some infrastructure projects, spending down reserves

on

operating

side,

and

doing

a

much needed

shop floor refinish.

Next year

a
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feasibility study will be performed to add onto the existing storage shed to protect

tires that currently sit out in the sun. Finally, a five-year improvement plan will be

created for the creation of an underground storage tank.

Mayor Collins questioned the savings associated with putting off the

purchase of a new ambulance for one year and Mr. Marsh indicated it will be
Mr.
approximately $ 115, 000.
Braun explained that staff closely monitors the
serviceability of each of the ambulances and reviews the repairs that are needed.

These vehicles are doing very well and maintenance is remaining steady.
Councilor Blakey said he appreciates the relationship and frankness between
He said he believes this is responsible and a good
message for the taxpayers.
Fleet staff and the Director.

Mr. Marsh said the FY' 22 Capital budget includes an ambulance at $215, 000,
Facilities pickups at $105, 000, and a patrol

used paver at $ 175, 000, three Parks &
vehicle at $ 43, 000.
a

Fleet staff has meetings scheduled with all departments to

discuss the details of all upcoming purchases.

With regard to the paver, Mr. Braun noted that this is a very expensive piece

of equipment.
25, 000 in

Purchased used in early 2000, it currently needs a minimum of
however, due

repairs;

to its

age,

parts

are

not available.

The only reason

it is currently running is that a part was purchased off another machine at Sutton

Salvage, but added it could break down at any given time.
3.

Information Technology Fund

Mr. Marsh noted that the Information Technology Fund is the third and final

internal

fund.

service

agreements

with

Operating

software

expenses

companies,

etc.

include

personnel costs,
The Capital account contains the
software,

replacement program for pc' s, laptops and servers at$ 100, 000.

Information Systems Manager Spooner reported that on the operating side, it

has grown,ofbut reserves as been utilized a bit to keep the department costs at a
3

maximum

percent.

FY' 23 is $ 1, 085, 000.

The total

operating

budget

for FY' 22 is $ 1, 057, 100 and

Many services were moved to a hosted cloud environment to
At the same time, the City is a

increase efficiency of staff and to
provide mobility.
bit at the mercy of a
company if it decides to

raise

rates,

such as what was

experienced with Google, who doubled their rates. Mr. Spooner noted that salary
and benefits are a large chunk of this Fund, as well as software purchases to

improve staff efficiency.
He said the hope is to get back on track in 2022 and just see
for

small increases
comfortable

a

staying

while.

where

On the capital side, things are a little different. Staff is

it is

currently, but

the future is unknown.
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Regarding Capital, Information Systems Manager Spooner noted there has

been a downward
trend in the past years due to a reduction of on-site hardware for
hosted
services

in the cloud.

now

An increase in FY' 22 is expected to meet expense

estimates, but capital expenses are expected to level out moving forward with little

to no increases
in the foreseeable future. Total capital expenses include pcs/ laptops
network

at $ 50, 000,

upgrades/

maintenance

at $

20, 000.

20,000 and disaster recovery at

Councilor Bradbury noted moving towards cloud require more hands on

sometimes and questioned if there were no additional asks at this point in tern-is of

personnel. Mr. Spooner replied not at this point as they are trying to be efficient
with what we have.
Councilor Blakey questioned if enough money is being spent to make the

City safe and prevent it from disaster. Mr. Spooner responded the IT Department is
constantly
multiple

talking

sites.

about preventions

measures

and there

are

multiple backups in

Councilor Blakey questioned if utilities are protected the same way.

Mr. Spooner replied they don' t manage the SCADA network but they talk-about it
and wonder if they should oversee the company managing that system.

Councilor Blakey asked if it is feasible for enterprise funds to operate
separately by having their own IT departments and not comingle services. Mr.

Spooner responded he can't see it anywhere in the City where it would be a better

deal to hire their own IT personnel, as well as security is a big risk trying to

integrate together.

Administrative Services Director Marsh said specifically regarding cost

allocation, it is more efficient and they have tried to simplify the process over the

years.
C.

FIDUCIARY FUNDS
1.

Police Retirement Fund

Administrative Services Director Marsh said that without a doubt, this is the

most action packed and most important year for this fund. The gains and losses on

investments are market driven with 2.5 million in gains and investments projected

for the year. Mr. Marsh continued that general property tax is a little over$ 1 million

and is composed of two pieces 1) used about half to pay the final payment on bond

last October and 2)

the other $

500,000 was used to annually fund or contribute to

the Fund to meet the objectives to pay for retired officers and/ or their widows.

Continuing, Mr. Marsh said
interest and dividends are nice and strong at
contracted

236, 000 with

expenses

including

services,

police

retirement

benefits, and
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widow retirement benefits. There are 32 members, 3 are on disability, 9 are widows

and 20 active officers and it is a closed plan so nobody else can join. They are 109

percent funded so Mr. Marsh recommended no money be set aside for the Police

Retirement Fund.

Councilor Blakey asked if the City borrowed money from the fund at some
point in time. Mr. Marsh responded an internal transfer to the golf course was done

early in the process intothehelp construct the golf course. The money was mostly for

excavation,

putting

ponds,

etc.,

at about $400,000 and it was all paid back in

the early 70' s.
2.

Cemetery Perpetual Care

Parks and Recreation Director Barker said it was a strong year. The fund
transfer is Perpetual
an annualCare
transfer to assist with the Cemetery which is purpose of
Cemetery

to

with

assist

operations.

The

balance is

about $ 1. 1

million.

Jeff Trudeau represents US Bank and manages the Police Retirement Fund

and Perpetual Care for the
sure

money is

there

Cemetery. Mr. Trudeau explained the goal is to make

for pensioners and cash

needs.

The cash outflow is about 5

percent for Perpetual Care Fund and about 8 percent for Police Pension and they

have to maintain those performance numbers to get those types of returns. For 2020,

the market was up about 18 percent and another 8 percent to date and the market is
anticipating a pretty strong recovery coming out of COVID.

Continuing, Mr. Trudeau summarized there are some employment issues

and the biggest concern now is to know if numbers coming out are temporary or
just trend. The whole goal is to make sure money is there for benefit of pensioners
and benefit of the cemetery.

Parks and Recreation Director Barker then moved into Cemetery Budget
He spoke to changes and things that have been happening this past

discussion.

year as far as proposed budget which consisted of approved revenues of $257,000
and

expenses

of $ 246, 000.

Anticipated sales for plot sales at the cemetery are at 80

percentlocations
and theynextaretofinding that inventory is diminishing and finding multiple
grave

each

other are

few and far between.

As far as expenses, at

79,000 or 32 percent where we should be at 58 percent.

Mr. Barker continued that they created a buy-back program by pulling
20,000
out of Perpetual Care Fund and they have purchased back 4 or 5 plots at
this time.
The Cemetery has been criticized for maintenance so he will be

requesting about $
week starting in May. For 2023,

32,400 to use a 6- man inmate labor crew this year 4 days per
a

full

market analysis

needs

to be completed

related
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to development of the undeveloped 6 acres on the south end of cemetery and what

should be done with the property.

Concluding, Mr. Barker said he received a lot of great compliments from the

neighborhood and those that visit the cemetery and the biggest need at this point is

burial options for cremation.

Councilor Blakey said he is glad to hear that the inmate labor is back and

questioned if the City is limited to the number of inmates that can work on projects.
Mr. Barker responded it is available for others as well and the only restrictions were

for federally funded projects.
V.

UNFINISHED AND NEW BUSINESS
A.

CITY COUNCILOR COMMENTS
Mayor

Collins

said

he

appreciates

these

budget

sessions.

Council

participation helps to simplify things down the road with regard to decision
making for the budget.
B.

CITY MANAGER COMMENTS

City Manager Nygaard had no additional comments.
VI.

ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business to come before the Lewiston City Council, Mayor

Pro Tem Schroeder and Councilor Pernsteiner moved and seconded adjournment of the
May 10, 2021, Budget Work Session at 4:35 p.m.

Kari Ravencroft,

Recording Secretary

Date approved

by City

Council

AUGUST 23, 2021

CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF LEWISTON, IDAHO, met in a Regular

meeting on Monday, August 23, 2021, at the Lewiston City Library, 411 D Street.
THEMayor
Pro Tern Schroeder called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.
I.

ROLL CALL

Councilors Present: Collins; Schroeder; Blakey; Bradbury; Kelly; Miller; Pernsteiner.
II.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Mayor Collins led the Pledge of Allegiance.
III.

AGENDA
AMENDMENT: Considering amending the agenda pursuant to Lewiston
City Code §
2- 20(a) to change the order of business by moving the presentation regarding
Cityfinances and the public hearing regarding forgone taxes tofollow the Active Agenda

A motion and second were offered by Councilor Miller and Mayor Pro Tem

Schroeder
to amend the agenda by moving
the presentation regarding City finances
and
public
forgone
the

hearing regarding

taxes

to Items

VII. A. and VII. B.

The

motion carried unanimously.
IV.

CITIZEN
agenda

COMMENTS:

items

or

other

items

Provides an opportunity for citizens to address the council on
they

wish to

bring

to the attention

of the

council.

Citizens are

encouraged to discuss operational issues in advance with the city manager. In consideration
of others wishing to speak, please limit your remarks to three minutes.

Public Information Officer Maurer read an e-mail from Gabe Iocoboni who

requested
from the Council this evening: 1) removal of the hiring of a
third city three things
attorney; 2)
property

tax

Removal of Councilor Pernsteiner' s motion to support

relief and 3)

placement of a limitation or the elimination of fee

increases for sewer and water.
V.

CONSENT AGENDA

Mayor Collins explained that all items on the Consent Agenda are
considered routine by the Council and will be enacted by one motion. There will be
no separate discussion on these issues unless a Councilor so requests, in which case
the item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and considered on the Active

Agenda under " Items Moved from the Consent Agenda".

Councilor
Bradbury asked that the 07/ 26/ 21 Regular minutes be moved to
Agenda for

the Active

discussion.
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A motion was offered by Mayor
Pro Tem Schroeder and seconded by
Consent

Councilor Pernsteiner
VOTE:

to approve

VOTING AYE: Schroeder;

NAY: None. EXCUSED: Collins.
A.

CITY COUNCIL

the

Agenda

Blakey; Bradbury; Kelly;

MEETING MINUTES:

as

amended.

ROLL CALL

Miller; Pernsteiner.

VOTING

07/12/ 21 Regular; 07/26/ 21 Regular -

Action Item
B.

ADVISORY BOARD AND COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES: 07/28/21
Planning& Zoning

VI.

Commission -

Action Item

ACTIVE AGENDA
A.

RESOLUTION 2021- 35: Considering a sole source Resolution declaring Govred

Technology, Inc. as the only reasonably available vendor for Apex Officer, a virtual
training

reality

simulator

for

officers —

police

Action Item (Klone)

Captain Klone reported that this Resolution is for the purchase of

Apex Officer, a virtual reality training simulator for police officers. Govred
Technology, Inc. is the manufacturer and sole distributor of Apex Officer,

and

is,

potential

therefore, a sole source provider for the simulator. Though this
purchase of $ 62,500 was not budgeted, the Police Department has

funds within its FY' 20 operating budget.
As a matter of clarification, Captain Klone reported that donated

funding was transferred to the operating budget and that is what would be
utilized for purchase.

Councilor Miller asked if other agencies are utilizing this same
simulator. Captain Klone replied that Lewiston would be the first in Idaho,

but it is being used back East and on the West Coast with great success. He

noted that LPD would be grandfathered in for any future software upgrades.

Following
a question from Councilor Kelly regarding how this
would impact

training

POST,

Captain Klone explained that officers are

required to have 40 hours of in-service training every two years. With the

training

available

from

this

equipment,

it would count towards POST

required hours.

It was moved and seconded by Councilor Blakey and Mayor Pro Tem

Schroeder
AYE:

to approve Resolution
Collins; Schroeder;
Blakey;

NAY: None.

2021- 35.

ROLL

Bradbury; Kelly;

CALL

VOTE:

Miller; Pernsteiner.

VOTING
VOTING
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2021- 36:

from John

and

Considering accepting a public utility and access

Jenny Jelinek

to

the

Weigand)

City of Lewiston -

Action

Item

Public Works Director Johnson reported that the lots and existing

easements
referenced in this action are part of the subdivision plat of The
at Canyon Crest -

Estates

Phase 1. As part of a negotiated exchange of

easements, John and Jenny Jelinek, owners of the property at 3325 Sunrise

Terrace Lane, have agreed to grant a public utility and access easement along

the
southeast sidelocated
of their property to provide access to an existing public
utility
easement

along

the

northeast

side

of

their

In

property.

exchange for granting this new easement, the City would subsequently

vacate the existing 20' wide public utility easement running through the

center of their property. Mr. Johnson explained that the proposed vacation
area over the center of their property is currently only being utilized to

access the easement located along the northeast side of their property. The
owners have requested this exchange, as vacation of the easement located

across their property would allow them to construct an addition to their
existing residence.

Mayor Pro Tem Schroeder moved to approve Resolution 2021- 36. The
motion was

VOTING

seconded

AYE:

by Councilor Blakey

and carried.

ROLL CALL VOTE:

Collins; Schroeder; Blakey; Bradbury; Kelly; Miller; Pernsteiner.

VOTING NAY: None.
C.

ORDINANCES
1.

Second Reading
a.

Ordinance 4814:

Making

the

findings required by

Idaho Code §

50-

2008 to approve an Urban Renewal Plan and Urban Renewal
projects; approving the "
Urban
Area # 7 Downtown/ Normal

Renewal Plan for Revenue Allocation
Hill

Area";

creating

a

Revenue

Allocation Area as part of such Urban Renewal Plan; describing the
requirementfor how the Nez Perce County Commissioners are to levy
taxes by or for each taxing district in which Revenue Allocation Area
7 is

second

located-

Action Item ( Von Tersch)

Mayor Pro Tem Schroeder offered a motion to approve the
reading

of Ordinance

4814

by

title

only.

Councilor Blakey

seconded the motion. The motion carried 5 to 2, with Councilors

Bradbury and Councilor Pernsteiner voting nay.
ORDINANCE
LEWISTON

4814: "

MAKING

AN
THE

ORDINANCE
FINDINGS

OF

THE

REQUIRED

CITY
BY

OF

IDAHO
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50-2008 TO APPROVE AN URBAN RENEWAL PLAN AND

URBAN

RENEWAL

RENEWAL

PLAN

PROJECTS;
FOR

APPROVING

REVENUE

DOWNTOWN/ NORMAL

HILL

THE

ALLOCATION

AREA";

"

URBAN

AREA

#7

CREATING A REVENUE

ALLOCATION AREA AS PART OF SUCH URBAN RENEWAL
PLAN; DESCRIBING THE REQUIREMENT FOR HOW THE NEZ
PERCE COUNTY COMMISSIONERS ARE TO LEVY TAXES BY OR

FOR

EACH

TAXING
DISTRICT
IN
WHICH
AREA # 7 IS LOCATED;
DIRECTING

ALLOCATION

REVENUE

THE CITY

CLERK TO TRANSMIT A COPY OF THIS ORDINANCE AND
OTHER REQUIRED INFORMATION TO THE NEZ PERCE COUNTY

AUDITOR

AND

TAX

ASSESSOR,

THE

AFFECTED

TAXING

DISTRICTS, AND TH STATE TAX COMMISSION; PROVIDING A
LIMITATION ON ACTIONS AGAINST SUCH URBAN RENEWAL
PLAN; PROVIDING A SAVINGS AND SEVERABILITY CLAUSE;
AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE"
2.

Third Readings

a.

Ordinance 4829: Considering amending Ordinance Number 4783,

the
Annual Appropriation Ordinance for the fiscal year beginning
October 1, 2020, and
ending September 30, 2021,

appropriating

additional
monies that are to be received by the City of Lewiston in
the
sum

of$ 16, 556, 650 - Action Item( Nygaard/ Marsh)

The third reading in full of Ordinance 4829 was waived

following a motion and second from Mayor Pro Tem Schroeder and

Councilor Blakey. The motion carried unanimously.
Mayor Pro Tern Schroeder then moved to approve the third
reading of Ordinance 4829.

The motion was seconded by Councilor

Pernsteiner. The motion carried 7 to 0.
ORDINANCE
LEWISTON

4829:

"

AN

AMENDING

ORDINANCE
ORDINANCE

OF

THE

NUMBER

CITY
4783,

OF
THE

ANNUAL APPROPRIATION ORDINANCE FOR THE FISCAL YEAR

BEGINNING

OCTOBER

1,

2020,

AND ENDING SEPTEMBER 30,

2021, APPPROPRIATING ADDITIONAL MONIES THAT ARE TO BE
RECEIVED BY THE CITY OF LEWISTON, IDAHO IN THE SUM OF
SIXTEEN MILLION FIVE HUNDERD FIFTY-SIX THOUAND SIX
HUNDRED

FIFTY

DOLLARS ($ 16, 556, 650); AND PROVIDING

AN

EFFECTIVE DATE"
b.

Ordinance 4828:
Ordinance,"

To be termed

the "

considering appropriating

2022 Annual Appropriation
sums

of money

authorized

by
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law and deemed necessary for all general and special municipal

purposes
of the City of Lewiston for the fiscal year commencing
October 1, 2021,
and ending September

30, 2022 -

Action Item

Nygaard/ Marsh)

Mayor Pro Tern Schroeder moved to waive the third reading of

Ordinance 4828 in full. Councilor Pernsteiner provided a second and
it carried unanimously.

Mayor Pro Tern Schroeder moved to approve the third reading

of Ordinance 4828. Councilor Pernsteiner seconded.

Councilor Bradbury said the Council has been told that the levy
will
only be reduced by a fraction of a percentage. The proposed
budget includes
over $

6 million in CARES and Rescue ACT funding

from the federal government. However, over a two- year period, there

is a 3 percent property tax increase that is being put off until next year.

Mr. Bradbury said it is important to understand the total amount that

residents
in Lewiston have to pay. This amount will actually not be
decreased at all,
but rather increased by about 12 percent when
talking about water, wastewater and sanitation. He pointed out that

there will be an increase in salaries, permit fees, and the city attorney' s
office to name a few, and challenged the other councilors to find

anything that has been reduced. He said it is time to tighten the belt

rather than splurging on items that are misguided, noting $ 12 million

for

a new

well

when there

the fire station 4

blocks; $ 1

is

no

shortage

of

water; $4

million to move

million for a concrete staircase to nowhere;

400, 000 to a consultant to redesign Community Park; and $300, 000 to
a consultant to rewrite the Comprehensive Plan. Councilor Bradbury

said he and Councilor Kelly tried to get the Council to approve two

additional Code Enforcement Officers that would actually impact the

quality of life for Lewiston residents.

Councilor Pernsteiner thanked city staff for their work on the
proposed budget. He said it is disheartening
misinterpretations

of what

has

actually

to hear flat out

occurred.

When rates

are

raised by 3 percent in one category and 1. 5 percent in another, they
are not added together. Mr. Pernsteiner said he is worried about the
misinformation that is often being dispelled from the Council table
about

this

budget

and

the

operations

of

the

city. There

is

not

mismanagement and the budget process has been incredibly open and
transparent. Ultimately, the budget being presented is a reduction in
rates

with regard to

property

taxes.
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Councilor

echoed

Blakey

the

sentiments

of

Councilor

Pernsteiner. He said he too is tired of misinformation coming from

one councilor. Responding to Councilor Bradbury' s comments about

utilizing COVID monies to subsidize the budget, Councilor Blakey

said the funds would be used for programs the City doesn' t otherwise
have money for. City Manager Nygaard added that the American
Rescue Plan money is planned to be used for the water system to
hopefully keep the future rates for water low. This is a one-time
allotment to the City so it seems prudent to utilize it to replace
operating dollars.

Councilor Bradbury said that an increase of 5.5 percent in

water, 3 percent in wastewater and an increase in sanitation have to

be added up because they all have to be paid. He stated it is nonsense
to say that these are not cumulative. Further, he expressed concern

that the owner of the Tribune serves on the URA Board, thereby

causing a conflict of interest.

Community Development Director Von Tersch noted that Mr.

Alford's property ( The Lewiston Morning Tribune) is not included

within the Revenue Allocation Area. Therefore, he does not personally

benefit from any of the decisions of the URA.
The

VOTING

motion

AYE:

the

on

Collins;

floor

carried

Schroeder;

4828: "

LEWISTON,

TO

APPROPRIATION

AN

BE

ROLL CALL VOTE:

Blakey; Kelly;

VOTING NAY: Bradbury.
ORDINANCE

6 to 1.

ORDINANCE
TERMED

ORDINANCE,"

Miller;

OF

THE

THE

" 2022

APPROPRIATING

Pernsteiner.

CITY

OF

ANNUAL
SUM

OF

MONEY AUTHORIZED BY LAW AND DEEMED NECESSARY FOR
ALL GENERAL AND SPECIAL MUNICIPAL PURPOSES OF THE

CITY

OF

LEWISTON,

IDAHO,

COMMENCING OCTOBER
2022;

PROVIDING

1,

2021,

FOR

THE

FISCAL

YEAR

THROUGH SEPTEMBER 30,

FOR THE FILING OF A COPY OF THIS

ORDINANCE WITH THE SECRETARY OF STATE, AS REQUIRED
BY LAW; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE"
c.

Ordinance

4830 —

Considering fixing and establishing the tax

certification on all taxable properties situated within the corporate

limits of the City ofLewiston for the fiscal year commencing October
1, 2021, and ending September 30, 2022, for the purpose ofproviding
and raising monies for municipal andNezcorporate
purposes; providing
for
Perce
the

tax

certification

to

the

Board

of County
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Commissioners

in

the

amount

of $ 23, 366, 000

—

Action

Item

Nygaard/ Marsh)

Councilor Blakey moved and Councilor Pernsteiner seconded
to waive the third reading of Ordinance 4830 in full. The motion
carried unanimously.

A motion and second were offered by Councilors Blakey and

Pernsteiner, respectively, to approve the third reading of Ordinance
4830.
Councilor Pernsteiner offered an amended motion to reduce

the levy by 1 percent so that the new tax certification amount would

be $23,138,000. The motion was seconded by Councilor Blakey.
Councilor Pernsteiner said that with the number of days left in
reserves, the Council has flexibility to only levy what is needed.
Councilor Miller questioned the financial benefit of this motion
to

the

average

taxpayer.

Administrative Services Director Marsh

noted that there are numerous moving parts this year with House Bill

389,

new

construction

and

market

values,

the

increase

of

the

homeowner' s exemption, etc. With no less than 7 or 8 variables, the

financial benefit is very hard to quantify. For the first time in a long
time, most property values went up considerably and that has helped

with the levy. Conversely, when depressed in past years, the levy rate
would rank higher state wide. Excluding last year, the proposed levy
rate for this year will provide the lowest levy in 37 years. Mr. Marsh
expressed kudos to this council, as well as past councils.
Councilor Miller said she sees value in having the cash in the

bank and strategic planning in place to invest in the community. She

noted she doesn' t think it's a bad thing to hold onto that and doesn' t
know if the benefit of Councilor Pernsteiner' s motion would exceed
the cost of levying the cash.

Councilor Blakey stated that he is sympathetic to Councilor

Miller's position. At first thinking that it would be good to have the
money in the bank, he said he believes that 90 days of operating cash

is great. There have been many opportunities for councils to raise
taxes by 3 percent, but elected to not do so. He noted that he would be
voting in favor of

the

proposed budget.
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Mayor Collins said that staff has done some great things to put

the City in a good position. Therefore, he is in favor of the amended

motion on the floor.

The motion to amend carried unanimously.
The main motion to read Ordinance 4830 for the third time also

carried.
ROLL CALL VOTE: VOTING AYE: Collins; Schroeder; Blakey;
Bradbury; Kelly; Miller; Pernsteiner. VOTING NAY: None.
ORDINANCE 4830: " AN ORDINANCE
OF
THE
CITY
LEWISTON
FIXING
AND
ESTABLISHING
THE
CERTIFICATION ON ALL

OF
TAX

TAXABLE PROPERTIES SITUATED

WITHIN THE CORPORATE LIMITS OF THE CITY OF LEWISTON
FOR THE FISCAL YEAR COMMENCING OCTOBER 1, 2021, AND
ENDING

SEPTEMBER

30,

2022,

FOR

THE

PURPOSE

OF

PROVIDING AND RAISING MONIES FOR MUNICIPAL AND

CORPORATE

PURPOSES;

PROVIDING

FOR

THE

TAX

CERTIFICATION TO THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

OF NEZ PERCE COUNTY, IDAHO IN THE AMOUNT OF TWENTY

THREE

MILLION
THREE
DOLLARS ($ 23, 366, 000);

HUNDRED

SIXTY- SIX

THOUSAND

PROVIDING A CERTIFIED COPY OF THE

2022 ANNUAL APPROPRIATION ORDINANCE TO THE BOARD
OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF NEZ PERCE COUNTY, IDAHO,
AS ADOPTED BY THE CITY OF LEWISTON FOR THE 2021- 2022
FISCAL YEAR; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE"
3.

Adoption of Ordinances
a.

Ordinance 4829-

Action Item

b.

Ordinance 4828-

Action Item

c.

Ordinance 4830 - Action Item

It was moved and seconded by Mayor Pro Tern Schroeder and
Councilor
Pernsteiner, respectively, to adopt Ordinances 4829, 4828 and
4830.
ROLL CALL VOTE:
VOTING AYE: Collins; Schroeder; Blakey; Kelly;
Miller; Pernsteiner. VOTING NAY: Bradbury.
D.

854 AND 858 MAIN STREET: Receiving an update regarding the nuisance

building
located atsaid
854 and 858 Main
Street andHermann)
potential direction from the City
Council regarding
Action
nuisance -

Item(
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Assistant City Attorney Hermann explained that Mr. Khurana did

consent to having Building Official Smith inspect the property at 854 and 858

Main Street.
items

that

Mr. Khurana'
s engineer was present and pointed out several
to be abated.
The Engineer is currently preparing a

needed

document stating what needs to be accomplished. Once Mr. Smith signs off
on the list, it will be sent to Mr. Khurana wherein he will have 30 days to
comply.

Responding

to

a

question

raised

by

Councilor

Blakey, Building

Official Smith said that his guess is that at the end of the 30 days, the
property will be just as it was. He noted that it would not be in the best

interests of the owner to fill the substructure but rather to remove as much

brick as possible, cap it and begin building off of that. It would in the best

interests of the City to have a viable business in that location.

Councilor Bradbury thanked Mr. Smith for a thorough report, noting

that the fact that he has wisely declined to even enter the area demonstrates

the peril it poses to the public and the urgency in which to get it resolved.
Councilor Kelly asked that an update be added to the next Regular
meeting agenda.
E.

ITEMS MOVED FROM THE CONSENT
AGENDA - Action Item
1.

July 26, 2021 Re5ular Meeting Minutes

Councilor Bradbury pointed out that at this meeting, he requested a

list of all those that were provided with small business grants, adding that he

has yet to receive it.

A motion was made by Mayor Pro Tem Schroeder and seconded by

Councilor Pernsteiner to approve. The motion carried unanimously.
VII.

PRESENTATIONS AND PUBLIC HEARINGS
A.

FINANCIAL REPORT JULY 31, 2021: Provided
Director Marsh in accordance with I- No oral report.

B.

PUBLIC HEARING -

FORGONE

TAXES:

by Administrative Services

Accepting testimony on the

consideration of accruing forgone tax which equates to the amount of property tax
the Council elects
to not levy for amounts that are less than the 3 percent increase as
the 2022

permitted for

fiscal

year( Marsh)
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Mayor Collins announced that this was the time and place advertised for the
hearing regarding

Forgone Taxes.

staff report be provided.

He opened the hearing and asked that a

Administrative Services Director Marsh explained that forgone tax equates to
the amount of property tax the Council elects to not levy for amounts that are less

than the 3 percent increase as permitted for the 2022 fiscal year. Foregone taxes may
be levied in future years if the City Council deems appropriate. The potential
amount of forgone will not exceed 3 percent of the prior year' s base property taxes

and will be determined after the final reading and adoption of the City' s fiscal year

2022 budget. At this time, no amount is being considered as a forgone accrual, but

will be determined by the Council.

Mayor Collins requested testimony either in favor or in opposition of

Forgone Taxes. There was none and the public hearing was closed.
VIII.

ACTIVE AGENDA
A.

RESOLUTION

2021- 33:

Considering

reserving

the

right

to

recover $

of

forgone
increase for Fiscal Year 2022 in a subsequent year, pursuant to Idaho Code§
63- 802( 1)() Action Item ( Marsh)

Mayor Pro Tem Schroeder moved to approve Resolution 2021- 33. The
motion was seconded by Councilor Blakey.

City Attorney Gomez noted that this motion would insert the full

228, 000,

or

approximately

1

percent,

Resolution.
ROLL

CALL

VOTE:

of the prior carryover into the

VOTING AYE:

Miller; Pernsteiner. VOTING NAY: Bradbury.
IX.

Collins; Schroeder; Blakey; Kelly;

UNFINISHED AND NEW BUSINESS
A.

CITY COUNCILOR COMMENTS

Mayor Pro Tem Schroeder agreed with previous comments that staff
has done a phenomenal job on the budget. She said she appreciates the

process and the amount of information that has been provided to the

Council.

drivers

Councilor
Miller noted thatin school
would soon be starting and urged
be careful,
school
to

particularly

zones

and at

crosswalks.
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Mayor Collins noted that today is the first day to turn in paper work

for elected positions. He said if anyone is interested in serving in this
capacity, he strongly encourages them to do so.
B.

CITY MANAGER COMMENTS

City Manager Nygaard indicated that he has been meeting with the

School District with regard to pedestrian traffic generated by the high school.

He said that money was added to the 2022 budget for sidewalks and a
proposal is underway to help address pedestrian traffic issues.
C.

ADVISORY BOARD AND COMMISSION APPOINTMENTS
There were no advisory board or commission appointments.

D.

AGENDA TOPICS -

ACTION ITEM

No new topics were offered for future discussion.
X.

ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business to come before the Lewiston City Council,

Councilors Schroeder and Blakey moved and seconded adjournment of the August

23, 2021, Regular Council Meeting at 7:17 p.m.

Kari Ravencroft,

Recording Secretary

Date approved

by City

Council

September 20, 2021

THE

CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF LEWISTON, IDAHO, met in a Special meeting on

Monday, September 20, 2021, at the Lewiston City Library, 411 D Street. Mayor Collins called
the meeting to order at 5: 15 p.m.

Councilors Present: Collins; Schroeder; Bradbury; Blakey; Kelly; Miller; Pernsteiner.
I.

CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Collins called
Mayor

Collins,

Mayor

the

Pro

meeting to order at 6: 00 p. m.
Tem Schroeder,
Councilor

Councilor Kelly, Councilor Miller and Councilor Pernsteiner.
II.

UPDATE BY CAROL MOEHRLE,
DISTRICT

PUBLIC HEALTH -

Councilors present included
Bradbury, Councilor Blakey,

IDAHO NORTH CENTRAL

Ms. Moehrle provided statistics regarding the current vaccination rates by county

and the Health District. She noted that Nez Perce County has 16,223 people over the age of

12 vaccinated with at least one dose, or 46 percent of the population. She shared variants by

date, noting that the Delta Variant took over heavily in July. This has a much faster spread

and it has been determined to have shown up in all five of the Health District' s counties.

Ms. Moehrle stated that the projection shows that COVID is expected to peak in October

and begin to slowly go down.
III.

UPDATE BY ST. JOSEPH REGIONAL MEDICAL CENTER REPRESENTATIVES

Taylor Rudd reported that there has been a great deal of change over the past year.
The hospital has certainly felt the impact of COVID 19, in particular over the past few

weeks. St.through
Joseph Regional
Medical Center is currently staffed adequately for care that is
doors.
the

coming

Though individuals are strongly urged not to delay their

essential emergency care, there have been very limited elected surgeries taking place. Staff

is continually encouraged to get vaccinated. Mr. Rudd said that 86 percent of the COVID

patients coming to the hospital have been unvaccinated, noting that there is a clear
correlation that the vaccine is working to keep others out of the hospital.

Discussion on the vaccine
rate of hospital employees, transfer of patients to other
vaccinations for

facilities,

elective

surgeries,

children,

available beds took place.
VIII.

and a shortage of labor versus

ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business to come before the Lewiston City Council, Mayor

Pro
Tern Schroeder and Councilor Kelly moved and seconded adjournment of the
September 27, 2021, Regular Council
Meeting

at 6: 06

p. m.

November 1, 2021

CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF LEWISTON, IDAHO, met in a Work Session on

THE

Monday,

November 1, 2021

at 3: 00

p. m.

at the Bell

Conference Room.

Building-

215 D Street-

Second Floor

COUNCIL MEMBERS PRESENT: Mayor Collins; Mayor Pro Tem Schroeder; Councilor Blakey;

Councilor Bradbury; Councilor Kelly; Councilor Miller; Councilor Pernsteiner

STAFF MEMBERS PRESENT: Alan Nygaard; Jana Gomez; Kayla Hermann; Travis Myklebust; Nikki
Province; Tim Barker; Laura Von Tersch; Lynn Johnson; Budd Hurd; Dan Marsh; Carol Maurer; Kari

Ravencroft; Brittnie Purington; Aaron Butler
I.

CALL TO ORDER

II.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Mayor Collins led the Pledge of Allegiance.
III.

CITIZEN COMMENTS

Ms. Virginia Story expressed opposition to the Juneteenth holiday. She noted that it is time

Americans get back to work rather than finding more excuses not to. Ms. Story said she believes it

would not be in Lewiston's best interest to provide this as a holiday to employees as it needs to

tighten its belts and not continue to spend money.

John Fisher addressed dying trees within the City, noting the importance of concentrating on

what can be done to fix this in the future. He mentioned that hundreds of trees have been injured or

killed by mowing machines, weed eaters, grub worms and the sun and the simple use of tree wraps
could save the City thousands of dollars each year and allow the trees to thrive.
IV.

WORK SESSION ITEMS
A.

FIRE STATION:

Fire Chief Myklebust reported that the Request for Qualifications for the progressive
design build for the new fire station has been released, with the top three groups scheduled

for interviews. From that point, a finalist will be selected and contract negotiations entered

into for Phase 1A, then Phase B and final construction. Mr. Myklebust noted that the plan is
to bring the contract to Council on December 13, 2021, for potential approval.
B.

CODE UPDATES:
1.

Chapter 8 Amendments-

Dogs:

Assistant City Attorney Hermann explained that first item on list today is

amendmentsthat
to Chapter
8 regarding Dogs. The project was prompted a few years ago when
it needed to be cleaned

discovered

up and clarified and around that

same time,

Idaho
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Legislature enacted the Dangerous Dogs Act. Ms. Hermann noted a bulk of amendments

were made to Article 2 of Chapter 8 specific to dogs and outdated definitions were amended.

Continuing, Ms. Hermann said the ordinance cleaned up the process for declaring a
the Code Enforcement Officer or Police Officer would make a recommendation that a dog be
vicious dog and provided an appeal process for dog' s owner. The first step in that process is

declared vicious based on the circumstances. That information would be reviewed and a
decision made. If yes, that decision can then be appealed to the City Manager for review.
Ultimately, after final decision is made that a dog is vicious, the owner has 14 days to remove
the dog from city limits. Failure to remove the dog from city limits is a misdemeanor citation.
Councilor Blakey commented he would appreciate research on excessive noise
relating
look
intotoit.dogs barking to see if there is more precise wording. Ms. Hermann said she would

Councilor Bradbury said the amendment provides precisely what Councilor Blakey is
asking in Section 9. Councilor Bradbury agreed with Councilor Blakey about dogs barking

but there should be a reasonable cause included in the amendment because there are times
when people want a dog to bark, such as an intruder or a fire. Assistant City Attorney
Hermann responded that there is a provision currently in City Code relating to his concern.
After discussion, Ms. Hermann said she would look into excessive noise and add

without reasonable cause to City Code.
2.

Inoperable Vehicle Storage:

Assistant
City Attorney Hermann explained that the Ordinance 4833 rewrite amends
definitions related

and deletes

inoperable vehicle
definition of" junkyard".
to

deleted and merged into

the

storage.

The definition

of "

junk"

is

As it relates specifically to inoperable

vehicles, a property will be deemed a junkyard if two or more inoperable vehicles or parts

thereof are present on a property for 30 consecutive calendar days or 60 calendar days within
any 90-day time period and the property is not in compliance with Chapter 43, Article II. A
junkyard is a land use regulated through the zoning code and the rewrite also removes
Article XVI regarding inoperable vehicle storage from the Zoning Code.
Ms.

Hermann

continued

that

on

October

13,

2021 the Planning and Zoning

Commission reviewed the proposed amendments contained in the rewrite and voted 4- 0 to

initiate such amendments. The Planning and Zoning Commission will hold a public hearing
and make a recommendation to Council regarding Ordinance 4833 on November 10, 2021.

Moving on, Ms. Hermann then explained that Ordinance 4834 enacts Chapter 43,

Nuisances, and simplifies the current storage requirements for inoperable vehicles and parts
thereof;inoperable
replaces the current enforcement process; and provides that a willful violation of any

of the

vehicle

storage

provisions is

a

misdemeanor.
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Following
discussion,
Ms. Hermann clarified that the definition of "junk" would be
from
definition of"

separate

the

junkyard", focus on inoperable vehicles and work on the

definition of junk.
C.

1, 2021-

STATE OF IDAHO OPIOIDS
SE'11'LEMENTS: Overview provided by City Attorney Gomez on
lawsuit
the nationwide

class

action

regarding

opioids-

Action Item

City Attorney Gomez reported that in 2019 a nationwide class action was begun

against 13 distributors and manufacturers. The City was included in the lawsuit by default

and chose to remain in the class action. On September 13, 2021, the City received a letter from
Idaho Attorney
General Lawrence Wasden asking the City to join the State of Idaho in opioid
with Johnson &

settlements

Johnson and three major opioid distributors. Notably, the

settlements included up to $119 million for Idaho and its counties and cities who choose to
participate in the settlements. The City received a corrected notice on October 5, 2021 with

information from the Idaho Attorney General' s Office about how to participate in these

settlements.

to

Continuing,
Ms. Gomez stated the City will first need to register to receive documents
in the

participate

settlements.

The required documentation must be executed and

submitted electronically using DocuSign. As part of the registration process, the City will

need to identify who is authorized to sign such documents on the City's behalf. If the City
chooses to participate in these settlements, staff will need to follow-up with the Idaho

Attorney
General' sCity
OfficeManager).
regarding who is authorized to sign such documents on the City' s
behalf ( Mayor
or

The associated documents, including the terms of the

settlement agreement will then need to be reviewed and executed. The participation deadline
to join the settlements is January 2, 2022.

Ms. Gomez
then reviewed the requirements for the use of funds which were 1) 85%
be used for

of funds

must

opioid

remediation

with 70%

used for future opioid remediation;

2) funds may not be allocated to a non-participating local governments and 3) funds allocated

to local governments are reduced if they delay in participating until after July 15, 2022 or do

not participate until after claims are barred.

Councilor Miller moved to accept the funding, join the settlement and accept the

fundingCALL
directly
to the City
and authorize the Mayor to sign. Councilor Pernsteiner seconded.
VOTE:
VOTING

ROLL

AYE:

Pernsteiner. VOTING NAY: None.
D.

Collins; Schroeder; Blakey; Bradbury; Kelly; Miller;

URBAN FORESTRY UPDATE
Parks &

Recreation Director Barker reported that the four key roles of the Urban

Forestry Program are 1) Forestry consultant; 2) Municipal Arboriculture; 3) Urban Forestry
and 4) Recreation programming. Continuing, Mr. Barker informed the Council that there are

seven areas of focus for Urban Forestry and Cemetery Commission. The areas of focus

include 1) protecting young trees;
2) assessing reports that have been obtained; 3) tree and
4)
stump removal
priorities;

updating

policy

and

best

practices

manuals;

5)
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regulating/ managing right-of-way development and work; 6) simplify the tree selection
guide and 7) program funding.

After discussing the budget and providing a list of accomplishments, Mr. Barker

introduced the Urban Forestry and Cemetery Commission Chair Shirley Phillips. Ms. Phillips
informed the Council that even though they accomplished a lot, there is still much to do with
the focus being on education. Ms. Phillips said she is very honored to serve on the

Commission and thanked the Council for their support.
E.

WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLANT:

Public Works Director Johnson explained that when Council had the ceremony for the

Water
Treatment Plant, he realized Council had not been updated on the Wastewater
Treatment Plant. The Wastewater Treatment
Plant is

about

80% complete and the biggest

difference between the two projects were the Water Plant was a hard stop and able to be
demolished, while the Wastewater Treatment Plant has to continue to operate. Mr. Johnson
then turned
the report over to Engineering Projects Supervisor Kaufman and Utility Systems
Manager
Ellison.

Mr. Kaufman provided a video showing the project overview from the beginning
The digesters have been refurbished and provide safe access, while two of the primary
construction date of December 4, 2019 to the most recent construction date of October 4, 2021.

clarifiers have been refurbished and a third clarifier built. Continuing, Mr. Kaufman said a
one of the aeration basins was refurbished, one basin was under construction and a third

basin built. Secondary clarifiers had one rebuilt, a third built, and another in the process of
being rebuilt. Mr. Kaufman concluded his report by informing the Council that the project is

80%

complete and under budget. The estimated completion date is June of 2022.

Mr. Ellison informed the Council of project milestones which included the notice to

proceed 11/ 12/ 2019; Screw presses installed 3/ 19/ 2020; Maintenance building completed

3/ 10/ 2020; RAS pump installed 10/ 27/ 2020 and Substantial completion date was originally
estimated for 4/ 30/ 2022 but due to COVID and the weather, the new estimated completion
date is the third week in June.
F.

EQUITY
BUY-IN STUDY: Overview ofthe Equity Buy-In Fee Study Final Report by Public Works
Director Johnson
Public Works Director Johnson introduced consultant John Ghilarducci from FCS

Group to report on the study.
Mr. Ghilarducci

provided

an

overview

of

Equity buy- in

fees ( EBIs),

the methodology,

preliminary results, future considerations and next steps for the study. Future considerations

included updating the equity buy-ins every 3- 5 years, updating equity buy-ins when the
assets associated with the DEQ loans are brought in to service and booked, plan for a

comprehensive review when the utility system plans are updated and track developments

statewide to consider the
water
and wastewater impact fees. Concluding his report, Mr.
Council that the

Ghilarducci informed

next

steps

would be to incorporate

Council
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feedback,
the studys preference.
back to Council for adoption by resolution, and adjust the equity
buy-ins to bring
meet Council'
G.

DEQ

WATER STUDY-

21ST STREET BOOSTER STATION/ DOWNTOWN

Public Works Director Johnson reported that approximately a year ago, the City
as the downtown water system. The$ 60,000 grant was split 50/ 50 between the City and DEQ.
Mr. Johnson then introduced Ryan Rehder from Mountain Waterworks who would provide

received a grant from DEQ to study the 21st Street booster station redundancy issue, as well

a presentation regarding the findings of the study.

Mr. Rehder provided a background and history which included a complete water

system evaluation and capital planning in 2019; downtown corridor transmission and

distribution network in 2021; and the 21st Street booster station reliability/ east side strategic

planning
in 2021. Heof explained
the downtown corridor reasons, objectives, findings and
recommendations
the
assessment

and

the

reasons,

objectives,

findings,

and

recommendations for the 21st Street booster station assessment. Concluding his report, Mr.

Rehder informed Council of the schedule for the tasks, which included the public comment
period, adoption of facility plan, and the preparation and submittal of the plan.

H.

ANNUAL TRANSPORTATION CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PLAN

Public Works Director Johnson briefly reported that the Transportation Capital

Improvement Plan was out for public comment and had been adopted last summer. He is

trying to get the word out since they can only make the system better with feedback from the

public and users of the facility. The Capital Improvement Plan will then be updated with the
comments and brought back to Council early next year.
IV.

UNFINISHED AND NEW BUSINESS
A.

CITY COUNCILOR COMMENTS
None.

B.

CITY MANAGER COMMENTS
None.

C.

ADVISORY BOARD OR COMMISSION APPOINTMENTS

There were no new advisory board or commission appointments.
D.

PROPOSED WORK SESSION TOPICS

Councilor Kelly would like to discuss contracting with the Adult Resource Center in

regards to a

warming

shelter.
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ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business to come before the Lewiston City Council, Councilor Kelly

and Mayorapproximately
Collins moved6:and
seconded, respectively, adjournment of the November 1, 2021, Work
Session
00 p.
at

m.

