ARE YOU READY FOR
THE SNOW? WE ARE!
Living in Lewiston, Idaho, we all know how unpredictable winter weather
can be. We have experienced winters with hardly any snow
accumulation, and winters with over three feet of measurable snow.
With a population of 32,000+ and 500 lane miles of streets, the City's
Street Maintenance Division (a branch of the Public Works Department)
works hard to provide snow and ice control services to city residents
throughout the winter season.
The information in this flyer outlines what to expect from your City of
Lewiston snowfighters this winter as well as what your own
responsibilities are as a member of the community. We are all in this
together and it is imporant that we work cohesively.

Plows
Plows are used to remove
snow from the travel lane when
snow depth and current and
predicted temperatures
indicate the need to plow.
De-Icer
De-icer is used as pre-storm
treatment, primarily applied on
identified top-priority streets.

Plows
&
De-icer

Salt and Abrasives
Salt is used to melt ice on the
streets, and abrasives are used
to provide traction.

The City's current Winter Storm Response Plan
establishes the degree of snow control for
streets using the following prioritization:
First Priority: This includes all major arterial streets
considered the minimum network that must remain
open to provide a transportation system connecting
to hospitals, fire stations, police stations, schools, and
emergency medical services.
Second Priority: This includes medium to heavily
traveled sections of arterial streets and collector
systems, and sections of residential streets that have
unusually steep grades.
Third Priority: This includes all remaining lighter
traveled streets and intersections, such as residential.

The method of response depends upon each unique winter snow and ice event. Generally, the initial response will be directed to
first-priority streets, then to the second-priority steep arterial and collector systems. Every winter storm event is unique and street
maintenance crews respond differently to the needs of each event. If a storm persists and/or if the snow and ice doesn't melt off
before another storm begins, this may not allow crews to progress to second and/or third-priority levels.

01
Clear your sidewalk.
Snow removal from
sidewalks in front of
homes and
businesses is a
responsibility of the
owner or resident of
the adjacent
property. The best
time to shovel snow
is immediately after
it falls and before ice
can begin to form.

02
Follow these safety tips.
Drive only if necessary. If
you must drive, equip
your vehicle with snow
tires or chains.

Dress warmly and be
prepared for travel
delays. Make sure you
carry blankets, flashlights,
water, and other
emergency provisions.
Try to keep your vehicle
off the street. If you must
park on the street, park
as close to the curb as
possible.
Don’t follow snow
removal equipment too
closely.

03
Please don't take it
personally.

Snow that is plowed
into a driveway
opening, or along a
car parked on the
street is often
unavoidable as city
crews work to keep
streets passable.
To avoid having snow
covering your driveway
from the plows, shovel
snow to the left of your
driveway (if you are
facing your property)
into your yard and not
into the street.

Snow
Removal
Policies &
Safety Tips
04
Learn more!
Go to the city's
website to review
the winter weather
response plan and
other important
materials.

www.cityoflewiston.org/Winter-Storm-Response

Did you know?
Emergency Snow
Conditions
When winter weather conditions are severe, the City may
declare a snow emergency. A snow emergency is the
active response plan established when a snow storm
severely impacts life and safety. Factors such as wind,
temperature, and current and projected snow
accumulations can influence this decision. Local media
are immediately informed when this happens in an
effort to alert the public. This notice will also be published
on the City's various social media platforms and website.

The average annual snow
fall in Lewiston, Idaho is
12.3 inches.

Equipment operators
may work 12-hours or
more per shift, and
appreciate courteous
and friendly drivers and
pedestrians.

The City of Lewiston has not
sold its snow removal
equipment. Any equipment
that was surplused by the
City of Lewiston was
beyond its service life and
has been replaced with
upgraded equipment.

In the event of a winter storm, the Lewiston
Police Department provides initial notification
to the Street Maintenance Division.

To help our operators perform their plowing duties in a
safe and efficient manner, we kindly ask that residents
park off the travel ways, if possible, when snow begins to
accumulate and that everyone follow all posted signs.

City Operations

Life & Safety

City operations must
continue in order to
provide the community
with a high quality of life,
even in a winter storm
event. That means certain
employees need to be able
to access city facilities. This
includes everything from
the water and wastewater
treatment plants, fire and
police facilities, to the
public parking facilities. We
ask for your understanding
and patience as crews
work to ensure essential
services continue.

Life and safety is paramount,
and that's why the city's
response plan is designed
the way it is. Streets providing
travel routes to and from
hospitals, medical clinics,
and extended care facilities
are designated as
Emergency Snow Routes and
therefore addressed first. Any
road made impossible for
travel by emergency services
as a result of localized heavy
accumulations of snow can
be temporarily categorized
as a first priority. Primary
routes traveled by school
buses may also be placed in
this category. It's also very
important to keep fire
hydrants clear of snow.

IN THE WORKS...
A new interactive website that will allow citizens to track the
location of snow removal efforts is in the works! The city's winter
weather response fleet will be equipped with GPS that will
provide timely data to citizens and city staff showing which
streets have been treated. The goal is to have this system up
and running as soon as possible, but a date is TBD.

"This is our latest effort to continue improving how we respond to
snow events and provide citizens with the information they need
in order to travel safely.”
Street Maintenance Manager Jason Thompson

City Facilities
& Parks

While the City's Street Maintenance Division focuses
on clearing the streets, the City's Park Maintenance
Division (a branch of the Parks and Recreation
Department) is dedicated to clearing access to city
facilities and pathways in city parks. They too use a
prioritization method based on emergency and city
operation needs. This priotization list can be viewed
on the city's website.

Passing Plows
In heavy snowfall and icy road conditions, the
safest place to drive is behind a snowplow at a
safe distance. Too often, drivers pass the plow
and end up driving at a slower speed than the
plow itself, in turn, slowing everyone down.
Passing at elevated speeds on icy road
conditions is risky. If you should pass a plow, do
not pass on the right. There is a wing plow that is
on the right side of the vehicle and is typically
masked by a snow plume that is created when
clearing the roadway of snow. Don’t pass on a
corner, in an area with blocked views, or on an icy
stretch that you are uncomfortable passing on;
this makes a safer environment for you and your
surrounding motorists.

All privately owned properties are the responsibility of the property owner.
There are several other public agencies that are responsible for other areas
of the Lewiston community. Visit our winter storm response webpage on
the city's website for more valuable information.
www.cityoflewiston.org/Winter-Storm-Response

